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XLVn. Sequel to the foregoing Account of 
the large Fojfil Teeth. 1By P. Collinfon, 
F. R. S. 

Read Dec. io,T]SJ my obfervations on the long teeth 
1767. an ^ g r j n( j erSj at t h e meeting of this 
Society, I forebore giving my fentiments on thefe 
remains of great animals found at the Great Lick, 
near the river Ohio, being willing the Society ffiould 
determine for themfelves. 

As I perceived one of the long teeth, or tulks, 
was channelled or ribbed, near the larger end, I 
was in fome doubt, if peculiar to the elephant. To 
fatisfy myfelf, I went to a warehoufe, where there 
were teeth of all forts and fizes for fale j on examin¬ 
ing them, I found as many ribbed or channelled, as 
plain and fmooth, fo that now, I have no difficuty to 
pronounce them, agreeing in all refpedts, with the 
elephants teeth from Africa and Afia. 

But as the biting or grinding teeth, found with 
the others, have no affinity with the molares of the 
elephant, I mud conclude, that they, with the long 
teeth, belong to another fpecies of elephant, not yet 
known j or elfe that they are the remains of fome 
vaft animal, that hath the long teeth, or tulks, of 
the elephant, with large grinders peculiar to that 
fpecies, being different in fize and ffiape from any 
other animal yet known. I had one of thefe grinders, 
that weighed near four pounds, with as fine an ena¬ 
mel on it, as if juft taken out of the head of the 
creature. 
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The elephant is wholly fupported by vegetables; 
and the animal to which thefe grinding teeth belong, 
by their make and form, feemed defigned for the 
biting and breaking off the branches of trees and 
ihrubs for its fuftenance; and if I may be allowed 
to conclude from analogy, that the great heavy un- 
weildy animals, fuch as elephants, and the rhino¬ 
ceros, &c. are not carnivorous, being unable, from, 
want of agility and fwiftnefs, to purine their prey, 
fc are wholly confined to vegetable food} and for 
the fame reafon, this great creature, to which thele 
teeth belong, wherever it exifts, is probably fup¬ 
ported by browfing on trees and ihrubs, arid other 
vegetable food. 


Explanation of the Fig. in Tab. XXI. and XXII. 

Tab. XXI. is a fide view of a large pronged 
tooth, that weighed three pounds and three quarters, 
and was eighteen inches round, and four inches thick. 
It is now in the poffeffion of the Right Honourable 
Earl Bute. A. A. A. The prominences of the top 
or crown. B. B. B. The prongs by which it has 
been fattened in the fockets. 

Tab. XXII. reprefents the top of the tooth ; 

A. A. A. are the finus’s, or concavities between 

B. B. B. and C. C. C. or the two rows of prominences 
that form the crown of the tooth. 
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